“Prayers To Draw Us Closer”

A couple of years ago, I subscribed to receive weekly prayer requests from
“AWAKE America,” a nationwide prayer movement founded by Dr. Michael Youssef to
promote spiritual renewal and revival, believing our prayers will help usher in the
Third Great Spiritual Awakening. Each week, they send out a brief prayer request
highlighting different areas to focus on: our personal walk with Him, our families, the
church, our communities, the government, etc. Below are a few I have copied and
pasted to a word doc, and I pray these (and others) every morning:

Heavenly Father, | surrender to You. Please show me all of the areas of my life that
[ have not completely surrendered to You. I want to be led and controlled by the Spirit,
to keep in step with You. I must decrease, and Christ must increase in me.

Make my heart sensitive to the leading of Your Holy Spirit. Quiet every competing
call so I may clearly hear and obey You. Convict me quickly when I stray and guide me in
paths of righteousness. Help me not to ignore or resist Your prompting but to respond
in faith. Let revival begin in me—and flow through my life to others—as I “keep in step
with the Spirit” daily

Heavenly Father, I confess that so often [ do not “consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus” (Php. 3:8) I cling to lesser

things, trade glory for distraction, and settle for shallow devotion. Forgive me, Lord, for
my divided heart—and stir within me an insatiable desire to seek You above all else.

Break every distraction that competes for my attention and weakens my devotion. Draw
me into consistent prayer and time in Your presence. Set my life ablaze with Your Spirit
as [ seek You with my whole heart.

[ ask You to give me the strength to persevere. May [ not grow weary in Your call
to pray without ceasing. Grant me a spirit of steadfastness in prayer; may | be a prayer
warrior for You and Your Kingdom. Give me faith to believe You for the impossible and
boldness to approach Your throne of grace. Guide me toward the people in my life who
need prayer, and show me specific ways I can pray for them.

[ will admit that I often fall well short of the prayer above I've underlined. Even at
my age (81) and having been a Christian since 1987, I find it so easy and convenient to
sit back in my recliner and watch TV, or even more so, to scroll through social media,
instead of spending more time in His word or in prayer for others. These prayers were a
wakeup call for me, and [ hope they might be for you as well. “Seek the Lorp while he
may be found; call on him while he is near.” (Isaiah 55:6 NIV) Amen!




